Persia and India Flashcard Vocab 

CLASSROOM SET – DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAPER!

Persia 

· Cyrus the Great – Persian leader who defeated the Medes, conquered the Babylonians and expanded the Persian empire across Asia Minor

· Darius I and Xerxes I – father and son – both invaded Greece, but failed to conquer it 

· Tolerance –  Persians had  ______________ of conquered peoples by letting them keep their own culture and religion

· Royal Road – Road system that connected cities in the Persian empire; mostly used by army and postal riders

· Imperial bureaucracy – government developed by the Persians – government was broken down into different levels

· Satraps – Persian governors 
· Zoroastrianism – monotheistic religion of the Persians; basic beliefs include final judgment and good v. evil

· Greeks – Persia was eventually conquered by the _____________. 

India 

· Subcontinent – land that juts out of the rest of the continent ex.  India is a subcontinent. 

· Ganges and Indus Rivers – the two important rivers that run through India

· Himalayas and Hindu Kush – the two mountain ranges that isolated India from Asia

· Kyber Pass – migration route through the Hindu Kush mountains – it was used by Indo-Aryans

· Indo-Aryans – nomadic peoples that migrated through the Kyber Pass and dominated India 

· Harappa – name for the earliest Indian civilization

· Sanskrit – written language of the Indo-Aryans
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Caste system – influence all social interactions and choices of occupations 






· Mauryan Empire – long-lasting empire that helped to politically unify India; the most important leader was Asoka; contributions include:  the spread of Buddhism, free hospitals and building of good road systems
· Asoka – most important ruler of the Mauryan empire, sent missionaries to spread Buddhism across Asia 

· Gupta Empire – new dynasty after the Mauryan empire; practice of Buddhism declined and Hinduism rose; contributions include:  concept of zero, setting of bones, astronomy, literature 

· Hinduism – oldest religion, founded in India, believes in one god with many forms, belief in reincarnation and karma

· Buddhism – founded by Siddhartha Gautama in India, beliefs include reincarnation and karma, followers use the Four Noble Truths and Eightfold path to achieve enlightenment (nirvana)

China Flashcards Vocabulary 

· Great Wall of China – built by Qin Shi Huangdi as a line of defense against invasions

· Dynasty – family of rulers *China was ruled by a series of dynasties. 

· Mandate of Heaven – said the emperors ruled because God said they were just 

· Silk Road – trade routes from China to Rome – facilitated (helped) trade and contact between China and other cultures

· Contributions of ancient China – civil service system, paper, porcelain, silk 

· Confucianism  - beliefs include: humans are good, respect for elders (filial piety), code of politeness, emphasis on education, ancestor worship 

· Taoism – beliefs include:  humility, simple life and inner peace, harmony with nature

· Yin-yang – represent opposites in nature 

· Shang – first Chinese dynasty  
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