	Western Settlement and Immigration

                          1865-1900

1. Where did thousands of settlers move after the Civil War?

2. Identify the Homestead Act of 1862? 

3. What time period was the era of the American cowboy?

4. What did cowboys do?

5.  What three Midwestern cities became know for meatpacking?

6. What two new technologies opened up Western lands for settlement and made farming in the region more profitable?

7. For what did farmers use the mechanical reaper?

8. What was one of the major crops on the Great Plains?

9. How did the westward movement affect the number of state in the Union?

10. From where did most immigrants to America come before 1880?

11. What have historians called the first phase of immigration to the United States?

12. Prior to 1880, from what countries did most immigrants to America come?

13. From where did most immigrants to America come between 1880 and World War I?

14. What were the native countries of the “new immigrants”?

15. Why did the new immigrants come to America?

16. Where did the “new immigrants” usually enter the United States?

17. What was the first view of America seen by many of the “new immigrants”?

18. Give four examples of how immigrants made valuable contributions to the dramatic industrial growth of America during the late 1800s?

19. Describe the pay and working conditions of immigrants to America in the late 1800s.

20. Describe the living conditions of immigrants to America in the late 1800s.  

21. What are tenements?

22. What American cities grew rapidly as a result of both the “new immigration” and the nation’s continued industrial growth?

23. What two economic activities centered in the nation’s largest cities?

24. What problems did the rapid growth of American cities cause? 

25. What American city built the world’s first subway system at the turn of the twentieth century?

26. What types of mass transportation did other American cities use at the turn of the twentieth century?

27. Explain historians’ “melting pot” thesis.

28. What are ethnic neighborhoods?

29. Under the “melting pot” thesis, how have public schools played an essential role in assimilating immigrants into American society?

30. What does the word assimilate mean?

31. What do most recent historians suggest about the “melting pot” thesis?

32. Explain the “salad bowl” thesis of American society.

33. Why have some historians argued that public schools have hurt, as well as helped, immigrants to the United States?

34. What does the acronym WASP mean?

35. What are parochial schools?

36. Why did Roman Catholics start parochial schools in the United States?

37. What types of hardship and hostility did many immigrants face during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries?

38. What two laws, passed by Congress during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, attempted to limit immigration?
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1. West, between the Mississippi River and the Pacific Ocean

2. a law which gave settlers free land in the West, if the settlers lived on and farmed the land

3. right before and right after the Civil War

4. worked on cattle drives, which drove cattle to nearest market with a railroad

5. Kansas City, Omaha, Chicago

6. railroads and mechanical reapers

7. harvest wheat

8. wheat

9. many new states were created

10. northern and western Europe

11. “old immigration”

12. Great Britain (England, Scotland, Wales), Ireland, Germany, and Scandinavia (Norway and Sweden)

13. southern and eastern Europe

14. Italy, Greece, Poland, Russia, and China

15. for political and religious freedom and economic opportunity

16. through Ellis Island in New York harbor

17. the Statue of Liberty

18. 1) Built the transcontinental railroad

2) worked in textile and steel mills in the Northeast

3) worked in the clothing industry in New York City

4) mined coal in the mid-Appalachian Mountains

19. very low pay and dangerous working conditions

20. lived in harsh conditions crowded into tenements and slums

21. run-down, low rental apartment buildings

22. Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, and New York

23. manufacturing and transportation 

24. 1) housing shortages; 2) the need for public services, like sewage and water systems; 3) the need for public transportation 

25. New York City

26. trolley and streetcar lines

27. “melting pot” thesis = Immigrants have come from all parts of the world to settle in America.  They have all brought their native cultures with them.  These cultures have melted together to form a new American culture.

28. People of the same national group live together in a neighborhood.

29. public schools have taught immigrant children English, American customs, and American citizenship

30. absorb

31. It represents what many Americans want to believe is true rather than what is actually true.

32. “Salad bowl” thesis (sometimes called “mixing bowl” thesis) = Each immigrant group has kept part of its old world culture, while at the same time accepting basic characteristics of American culture.

33. Public schools have taught white Anglo-Saxon Protestant values, history and customs.  (Please remember a Protestant is any Christian who is not a Roman Catholic, a Mormon, or a member of an Orthodox faith.)

34. White Anglo-Saxon (British) Protestant

35. schools run by religious groups; Since Walsingham Academy in Williamsburg is sponsored by the Roman Catholic Church, it is an example of a parochial school.

36. Catholics did not want Roman Catholic children to learn and practice Protestant values and traditions.  

37. racial, religious, and cultural prejudice.  Examples would include: 1)  Job discrimination; 2) Housing discrimination (were not allowed to live in certain neighborhoods), 3) Were not admitted to certain colleges and private schools.

38. Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and Immigration Restriction Act of 1921




