 The U. S. Constitution Worksheet 
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Compromise was a very important part of the Constitutional Convention.  Delegates were forced to compromise in many ways in order to create the Constitution.  If delegates had not been able to compromise, the Constitution may never have been written.  

Try to answer the following question using what you have learned from this activity:


Is it better to have a document full of compromise or no document at all?  

RESOURCES—use this when doing your internet research

The Great Compromise

1. http://library.thinkquest.org/11572/creation/framing/va_nj_plans.html
2. http://www.lcsd.k12.ny.us/legacy/highschool/pjordon/ushonors/Regents%20Review/Review%20Lessons/Compromises.html
3. http://www.answers.com/topic/new-jersey-plan-1?cat=biz-fin
4. http://usgovinfo.about.com/od/uscongress/a/greatcomp.htm
Explain—in detail—each section of the chart.

Questions 1-3

	Virginia Plan by James Madison
	The Great Compromise
	New Jersey Plan by William Patterson

	
	
	


4. Does the Great Compromise favor larger or smaller states?

5. Do you agree or disagree with the Great Compromise?  Explain your answer.

RESOURCES—use this when doing your internet research

3/5 Compromise and Slave Trade Compromise
1. http://www.crf-usa.org/lessons/slavery_const.htm  ?

2. http://www.ucs.louisiana.edu/~ras2777/amgov/slavery2.html
3. http://www.wwnorton.com/college/polisci/lowi/lowi9/principles/ch02.asp
4. http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/database/article_display.cfm?HHID=293
5. http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop_slav.html#const  (The Founding Father and The Constitution)

Explain—in detail—each section of the chart.

Questions 6-8

	Northern View of how to determine population/representation
	3/5ths Compromise
	Southern View of how to determine population/representation

	
	
	


9. Does the 3/5ths Compromise favor Northern or Southern states?

10. Do you agree or disagree with the Great Compromise?  Explain your answer.

11.  Define the following terms:

♦ Enumerated powers 
♦ Delegated powers 

♦ Implied powers 

♦ Federalism 

♦ Reserved Powers 

♦ Concurrent Powers 

♦ Writ of habeas corpus 

♦ Naturalization 

♦ Pocket Veto

Using your copy of the Constitution, answer the following questions.

13. Article I refers to which branch?

14. Article II refers to which branch?
15. Article III refers to which branch?

ARTICLE V: The Amending Process: 

16.    Describe in detail methods by which the Constitution can be amended. How do these illustrate the principle of federalism? 

ARTICLE VI: 

17.  What is the supreme law of the land? 

18.  Do you see cause for state-central government conflict in this article? How? 

ARTICLE Vll:  The ratification process

19. How is the Constitution ratified?
Conclusion:


20.  Is it better to have a document full of compromise or no document at all?  
Explain your answer.

21. Is it better to have a Constitution that can never be changed or one that can grow with our country as a living document and can be amended as needed?  Explain.

22. Explain how the Bill of Rights was also a compromise between the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists using your class notes.

23. Using class notes, why did the early leaders of our country want to replace the Articles of Confederation?  Explain.

24. What changes do you believe need to be made to the Constitution (you must come up with at least 2)?  Explain your answers.  

25. Do you like the way our government works?  Explain.  For example, do you agree with our two party political system?  Do you think our politicians are corrupt and, if so, how would you fix that?  

THE FIRST 10 AMENDMENTS: THE BILL OF RIGHTS: 

♦ Learn them specifically by number. Notice that the first amendment’s “freedom” protections are part of the same amendment and not four separate amendments. Notice also the language of the first as well as the other amendments. 

AMENDMENTS 11 TO 27: 

♦ You are to learn each of these. We will study these as they appear historically. Thus, amendments 11 and 12 (early 19c); amendments 13 through 15 (Civil War-Reconstruction Era); amendments 16 through 19 (Progressive-World War I era); amendments 20 and 21 (New Deal era); amendments 22 through 27 (mid-late 20c). 

Each questions is worth 4 points for a total possible score of 100.  Good luck!
