DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE.  ANSWER THE QUESTIONS AT THE BOTTOM IN YOUR JOURNAL!
Political Machines and Boss Tweed
One of the problems cities faced as the country because increasingly industrialized and more people moved into the cities was how to provide basic services such as water, public transportation, sewage, fire, or police.  New city governments didn’t have experience dealing with these issues.   Therefore, political machines rose to power in this time period.

Political machines were groups that served to keep a certain political party in power.  They would offer services to voters and businesses in exchange for support.  Often they would provide food, clothing, temporary housing, or even help new immigrants gain citizenship, but it was all in exchange for votes or monetary donations for the party they supported in the city.  A lot of the big jobs in town, such as building bridges or public parks, were also controlled by the political machine so the local businesses believed that they had to cooperate with the political machines as well if they wanted to stay in business.

Positives of political machines

They provided services that at the time the local city governments were not prepared to provide or just didn’t understand were needed.  For instance, a lot of the political machine members were first or second generation immigrants themselves and understood the needs of immigrants and spoke their language.  They provided a welcome that was badly needed for new immigrants and set them up for their new way of life.  In return, those new immigrants became loyal party members.
Negatives of political machines

They were often greedy and would seek revenge against a disloyal party member.  Political machines were also accused of voter fraud—corruption and illegal voting in elections.  Furthermore, some political machines were accused of stealing from taxpayers.  The most famous party boss was Boss Tweed who was accused of stealing up to 65% of public funds from citizens in New York City.  Boss Tweed was the political boss of the famous Tammany Hall political machine in NYC.  

1.  Define in your own words, using complete sentences, a political machine.    

2. Explain in your own words, using complete sentences, one of the political cartoons about Boss Tweed pictured below.

Political Cartoon 1                                                                                  Political Cartoon 2
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