Taming the Frontier:  Cowboys, Indians, and Farmers
To complete this scavenger hunt, use the web page: teachers.henrico.k12.va.us/tucker/strusky_m/webquests/VUS8a_TamingtheFrontier/ScavHunt.html or go to the link under Westward Expansion on the class website: mcdonoughtime.weebly.com
1.  Why was cattle ranching so profitable?  

2. Describe a cattle drive or long drive.  

3. Increased migration to the west led to a high demand for beef.  What contributed to the higher population of people in the west?

4. Name at least two things that you learned about the reality of a cowboy’s life.

5. What factors led to the end of the big cattle business and, thus, the end of the Age of the Cowboy?  Which factor do you think contributed the most and why?

6. Despite the Homestead Act of 1862, why was only 10% of the land actually settled by families?

7. Do you think you could have handled being a farmer on the prairie?  Explain why giving details from the scavenger search.
8. Farmers went into the Great Depression at least a decade before the rest of the country.  Why would a farmer’s relationship with the banks contribute to their economic woes?

9. Railroads would ship supplies out to the local towns of farmers and ranchers.  Towns and population centers, even though much smaller in population density than a city, would mostly be built around railroad lines so they could more easily stay in touch with the rest of the country and receive supplies and mail.  However, what purpose did the railroad serve for helping farmers and ranchers make money?

10. Describe how new technology helped settlers become profitable despite dry and unfavorable conditions:

	Steel Plow
	Windmill
	Mechanical Reaper
	Barbed Wire

	
	
	
	


11. In what ways were American Indians dependant on the buffalo for their existence?

	Buffalo meat
	Skull
	Horns 
	Bones
	Hide

	
	
	
	
	


12. Give me your thoughts on the following excerpts using the chart:
	Reading Passage
	Your Reaction (general thoughts, questions, connection to other info that you’ve already learned

	
	
	
	

	Farmers Organize a Movement


	
	
	

	Indian Life on the Plain


	
	
	

	Custer’s Last Stand 


	
	
	

	Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


