Booker T. and W.E.B.

by Dudley Randall

“It seems to me,” said Booker T.,

“It shows a mighty lot of cheek

To study chemistry and Greek

When Mister Charlie needs a hand

To hoe the cotton on his land,

And when Miss Ann looks for a cook,

Why stick your nose inside a book?”

“I don't agree,” said W.E.B.

“If I should have the drive to seek

Knowledge of chemistry or Greek,

I'll do it. Charles and Miss can look

Another place for hand or cook,

Some men rejoice in skill of hand,

And some in cultivating land,

But there are others who maintain

The right to cultivate the brain.”

“It seems to me,” said Booker T.,

“That all you folks have missed the boat

Who shout about the right to vote,

And spend vain days and sleepless nights

In uproar over civil rights.

Just keep your mouths shut, do not grouse,

But work, and save, and buy a house.”

“I don't agree,” said W.E.B.

“For what can property avail

If dignity and justice fail?

Unless you help to make the laws,

They'll steal your house with trumped-up clause.

A rope's as tight, a fire as hot,

No matter how much cash you've got.

Speak soft, and try your little plan,

But as for me, I'll be a man.”

“It seems to me,” said Booker T.--

“I don't agree,”

Said W.E.B.
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Booker T. Washington
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W.E.B. DuBois

Booker T. Washington (BTW)
W.E.B. DuBois (WEB)
Place a letter beside each quote to indicate who would have likely spoken the following:
“Negroes should give up hopes of political participation and focus on earning a living.”
“Negroes should focus on training for jobs like farmers and carpenters rather than hoping to become doctors and lawyers”

 “The black and white races are like fingers on a hand.  In society, we should remain separate, like the fingers, but we must realize that we are all part of the same system.”

 “Seeing a Negro earn a living for himself will make whites respect Negroes more than a law that forces whites to treat them equally.”
“If Negroes accept segregation, they are accepting the idea that they are inferior.”

 “Negroes should set their sights high, aiming to become doctors and lawyers rather than farmers and carpenters.”

“Negroes should lobby for the passage of laws against lynching.”

“A college-educated elite – the ‘Talented Tenth’ – of Negroes, must be the leaders of political and cultural advancement of the Negro masses.”

“If we focus our efforts solely on industrial education, there will be no money for Negro colleges.”
