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U.S. History


Writings from or inspired by the Enlightenment

Directions:

1. Read through the passages written by Thomas Paine, John Locke and Patrick Henry.

2. Pick two author’s passages to analyze.

3. Use the SOAP chart to analyze each passage. (total of 80 points)
4. Then write at least 6-8 sentences (total of 20 points) answering the following question:  Explain the connection between the ideas of the Enlightenment and the protest movement in the colonies against British imperial policy.
Thomas Paine, Common Sense 1776

Europe, and not England, is the parent country of America.  This new world hath been the asylum (place of safety) for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty from every part of Europe.  Hither have they fled, not from the tender embraces of the mother, but from the cruelty of the monster; and it is so far true of England, that the same tyranny (oppression) which drove the first emigrants from home, pursues their descendants still
.
Society in every state is a blessing, but government, even in its best state, is but a necessary evil; in its worst state an intolerable one; for when we suffer or are exposed to the same miseries by a government, which we might expect in a country without government, our calamity (misfortune) is heightened by reflecting that we furnish (supply) the means by which we suffer
. 
Excerpts from John Locke, “Second Treatise on Government” (1690)   d 
Sec. 8. . . . In transgressing (violating) the law of nature, the offender declares himself to live by another rule than that of reason and common equity (fairness), which is that measure God has set to the actions of men, for their mutual security; and so he becomes dangerous to mankind, the tye, which is to secure them from injury and violence, being slighted and broken by him. Which being a trespass (offense) against the whole species, and the peace and safety of it, provided for by the law of nature, every man upon this score, by the right he hath to preserve mankind in general, may restrain, or where it is necessary, destroy things noxious (harmful) to them, and so may bring such evil on any one, who hath transgressed that law, as may make him repent the doing of it, and thereby deter him, and by his example others, from doing the like mischief. And in the case, and upon this ground, EVERY MAN HATH A RIGHT TO PUNISH THE OFFENDER, AND BE EXECUTIONER OF THE LAW OF NATURE
.

Patrick Henry “Liberty or Death” speech
Sir, we have done everything that could be done to avert (prevent) the storm which is now coming on. We have petitioned; we have remonstrated (protested); we have supplicated(begged); we have prostrated (laid) ourselves before the throne, and have implored its interposition to arrest the tyrannical hands of the ministry and Parliament
. 
Our petitions have been slighted (snubbed); our remonstrance’s have produced additional violence and insult; our supplications have been disregarded; and we have been spurned (rejected), with contempt, from the foot of the throne. In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of peace and reconciliation (compromise). There is no longer any room for hope
.  
If we wish to be free … we must fight! I repeat it, sir, we must fight! An appeal to arms and to the God of Hosts is all that is left us!  
Turn in the two SOAP charts and your short answer response stapled together with your name on it.  You do not need to attach this worksheet but keep it in your notebook.

This is how your SOAP charts should look.  Construct on your own sheet of paper and then add the short answer response.  Remember we are talking about Enlightenment thinkers.  All the information you need to complete the charts are in your notes and in the writings.  

	Subject:  What is the subject of the document?
	

	Objective:  Why was this document written?
	

	Audience:  Who was this document written for?
	

	Perspective:  From whose perspective was it written?
	


�People came to America to escape their home countries.  


�Government is a “necessary evil” for order, but if the government is not doing what it is supposed to or if it is hurting the people, it means the people have failed the government.  


�If something is hurting the people, then people have the right to destroy it. 


�They have tried to reason with the government.  


�The government has not responded to the people and they will not take it any longer.  





