Evolution of COLONIAL TRADE: Triangular Trade Route
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Evolution of Triangular Trade Route Map 

1. Draw a compass rose with North, South, East, and West on a corner of your map.
2. Label the Atlantic Ocean.
3. Label the following locations: Colonial America (country), England (country), Europe (continent), Africa (continent), South America (continent), West Indies (country).
4. On the arrow from Colonial America to Africa, write the items America exported to Africa: rum, iron, and gunpowder. 
5. On the arrow from Africa to the West Indies, write the items Africa exported to the West Indies. Label this the “Middle Passage”.
6. On the arrow from the West Indies to Colonial America, write the items the West Indies exported to America: sugar, fruit, and molasses. 
7. America also traded directly with England. On the arrow from America to England, label the following: lumber, tobacco, furs, whale oil, rice.
8. Americans got a lot of nicer items from England, like fancy rugs, glass, tea sets, silverware, wine, and furniture. On the arrow from England to America, write the following: manufactured goods, luxury items. 
9. In the appropriate box on your map, define “mercantilism” in your own words.

10. Critically analyze the map and information you have read to answer these questions:
A. Why did the New England colonies need to rely on manufacture and trade to make money?
B. Consider what was traded. Who benefited the most from the Triangular Trade Route? Why?
C. Where did most African slaves end up working? What did they farm?

D. How do you think England felt about the Triangular Trade? Keep in mind that the New England colonists were trading with Africa and the West Indies on their own, without the help of England. *Hint: Remember the concept of mercantilism!
Mercantilism:








