The Butter Battle Book and the Cold War
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The Cold War was “cold” primarily because of the threat of nuclear weapons.   The Soviet Union launched its first nuclear weapon in 1949, an event that started an “arms race” between the United States and the Soviet Union.  At the height of the Cold War, the combined weapons of both countries were enough to destroy the world six times over.  The two “superpowers” used their weapons as a deterrent against nuclear war.
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What do you think Dr. Seuss is saying about the Cold War?

Students will answer in complete sentences the following questions:

a) How does this video foreshadow/predict what we are about to learn in class?

b) What are the pros/cons of having nuclear weapons?

c) Once a country has nuclear weapons, how do you go back to a nuclear-weapon free world?

d) Predict what effect the use of nuclear weapons would have on our allies and enemies in the world.

