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On
behalf of President
Bush and the American people,
T come here today to say to
you: Freedom works! <

BUSHIE,
BUSHIE, BUSHIE!

ALMOST 400,000 PEOPLE HAD SHOWN UP TO HEAR
BAKER SPEAK.

IN AUGUST 1990, A CONFLICT IN THE MIDDLE EAST THE LEADER OF IRAQ AT THIS TIME WAS SADDAM
AROSE WHEN IRAQ INVADED THE SOVEREIGN NATION HUSSEIN, A DICTATOR ACCUSED OF MANY HUMAN
OF KUWAIT. RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.
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[image: image2.jpg]SADDAM HUSSEIN CLAIMED MANY REASONS FOR THE
INVASION, INCLUDING DISAGREEMENTS OVER OIL.

THE INVASION WAS ALSO TRIGGERED BY IRAQ'S
INABILITY TO PAY ITS LARGE DEBTS TO THE KUWAITI
GOVERNMENT.

THE UNITED STATES WAS SHOCKED AND APPALLED BY
THE INVASION.

This
will not stand, this
aggression against
Kuwait.

T agree, Mr. President.
Let us first look to see what

we can do diplomatically. Let us

build an international coalition
against Iraq.

Forget the international
community -- that will take I disagree. We need
too long. Let us go in with the E==d to build an international
military and force Iraq out. coalition of allies Ffirst.

KUWAIT WAS A MAJOR SUPPLIER OF THE WORLD'S OIL. SOME IN THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION AND AMONG

THE US WANTED TO PROTECT ITS OIL INTERESTS IN THE AMERICA'S ALLIES WANTED TO ATTACK IRAQ

REGION AND DETER FUTURE AGGRESSION BY MAKING IMMEDIATELY. HOWEVER, BAKER WAS ABLE TO

AN EXAMPLE OF IRAQ. CONVINCE PRESIDENT BUSH TO TRY DIPLOMACY FIRST.
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[image: image3.jpg]FINALLY, BAKER MET WITH IRAQ'S FOREIGN MINISTER AND MADE ONE LAST
ATTEMPT TO AVOID WAR.

Our
objective is for you to
leave Kuwait. That is the only
solution we will accept.

War
doesn't frighten or
intimidate Iraq..

BUT TO NO AVAIL. EVEN THOUGH NO AGREEMENT
'WAS REACHED, THEY DEPARTED AMICABLY.

IN 1991, OPERATION
DESERT STORM BEGAN
TO PUSH IRAQI TROOPS
OUT OF KUWAIT. A MONTH
LATER, THE IRAQI ARMY
RETREATED.

PRESIDENT BUSH AND

THE UNITED STATES HAD
SUCCEEDED IN LIBERATING
KUWAIT.

THE NEXT BIG CHALLENGE FOR BAKER WAS A THE REGION SURROUNDING THE CITY OF JERUSALEM
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF THE DECADES-OLD ARAB- HAS LONG BEEN HOLY LAND FOR MANY DIFFERENT
ISRAELI CONFLICT, A CONFLICT EVERY MODERN RELIGIONS. IT IS PART OF THE PROMISED LAND
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES HAS ATTEMPTED TO THAT GOD GAVE TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE. MUSLIMS
RESOLVE. CONSIDER IT HOLY BECAUSE THEIR PROPHET,

MUHAMMAD, PASSED THROUGH IT ON HIS WAY TO
w "= Middl MEech

Lebanon
sraeli Syria
Ea
™
Jordan
Israel

Egypt
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[image: image4.jpg]FROM 1945 TO 1989, THE COLD WAR WAS A CONFLICT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION, IN
WHICH THE USA PROMOTED DEMOCRACY AND THE SOVIET UNION PROMOTED COMMUNISM.
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1 Neutral

COMMUNISM IS THE BELIEF THAT THE GOVERNMENT CAN BEST DECIDE AND EQUALLY ALLOCATE GOODS TO SOCIETY.
UNDER COMMUNISM, THE GOVERNMENT OWNS ALL THE FACTORIES AND FARMS AND RUNS THEM ON BEHALF OF THE
PEOPLE.

DEMOCRACY IS THE BELIEF THAT GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE ELECTED AND THAT PEOPLE SHOULD BE FREE TO LIVE
THEIR LIVES AS THEY SEE FIT, INCLUDING THE FREEDOM TO TRADE AND PRODUCE GOODS WITHOUT GOVERNMENT
DIRECTION OR CONTROL.
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[image: image5.jpg]BOTH NATIONS ALSO HAD LARGE
STOCKS OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS,
THOUSANDS OF MISSILES THAT WERE
OFTEN AIMED AT EACH OTHER.

THESE NUCLEAR WEAPONS
WERE STRONG ENOUGH TO
DESTROY THE ENTIRE WORLD.

Y
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THERE WAS NEVER ANY ACTUAL DIRECT FIGHTING BETWEEN THE US AND SOVIET UNION. HOWEVER, BOTH COUNTRIES
SUPPORTED DIFFERENT POLITICAL AND MILITARY GROUPS ACROSS THE GLOBE.

East
Germany;
West‘ Nodth
Germany
Korea 5
South
North Korea
Vietnam )
Soviet Ally
South
Vietnam W US Aly

WHILE COMMUNISM LOOKED GOOD ON PAPER, IT DIDN'T WORK ECONOMICALLY. THE SOVIET UNION WAS GOING
BANKRUPT. BY 1988, THE NEW HEAD OF THE SOVIET UNION, MIKHAIL GORBACHEY, HAD INSTITUTED RAPID REFORMS
THAT MOVED THE COUNTRY CLOSER TO DEMOCRACY.
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Comic about the Cold War


Answer the following questions, in complete sentences, in your journal:


Why did Iraq invade Kuwait and, thus, cause the war that would lead to Operation Desert Storm? 


According to this comic, why did the US intervene with Operation Desert Storm (the war in Iraq in the 1990s)?


What is one of the reasons, as explained here, that Jews and Muslims fight over Jerusalem in the Middle East?


What did Gorbachev do in the 1980s in response to communism failing in the Soviet Union?


Check out the video, on the YouTube playlist, “Complete History of The Soviet Union, Arranged To The Melody Of Tetris” under “Extra Studying—US History” for more information about how well communism and then capitalism worked in the Soviet Union.


 











