VUS.15--Reagan Revolution thru Government in the Economy
As the country shifted from the 1970s towards the crazies 1980s, Americans were increasingly distrustful of both political parties and the government itself.  Scarred by the war in Vietnam, several high profile assassinations, and the Watergate Scandal, Americans felt as if they just couldn’t trust their government or either party to work for them.  Furthermore, several more major issues would rock the country both at home and abroad to further degrade the average American’s optimism.

In the late 1970s, democratic (and heavily advertised Baptist—this is important later) President Jimmy Carter was at the helm.  Well regarded as a really, really nice guy, he was seen by many as an inept president.  His time in office begs the question: Can you be a nice guy and a good president at the same time?  I’ll let you decide that one as it is certainly open to debate.  This is why his presidency gets bogged down at the home front:
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This is why his presidency gets bogged down due to foreign affairs:
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o Reforming the tax code to increase growth
and opportunity

o Unleash the American economy by limiting
the regulatory burden

o Bring market principles and the patient-
doctor relationship back to health care

o Shrink and Restructure the federal
government

o Restore our military and America’s standing
in the world to promote peace, freedom, and
prosperity

o Take power away from Washington insiders
and special interests

o Transform immigration

o Reform education so all Americans have a
chance to pursue their dreams

o Strong families and strong values mean a
strong America



















All of this was a major embarrassment to Carter and proved to many Americans that he was unfit to be the president.  It also led to a crisis between us and Iran that has not healed since the 1970s.  We have considered them an enemy ever since and they certainly have not forgiven us for interfering with their autonomy in the first place (they blame us for putting the Shah in power initially within Iran by instigating revolution.  That’s a whole other story).  He will not win re-election.  This will leave the door open to a Republican taking the White House next.  

But how does the Christian Right come to be such a power broker in the Republican Party?  How does this happen considering that the last Democratic president was a firm Baptist who led Sunday school?
In Roe v. Wade (1973), the Supreme Court ruled that state laws restricting abortion violated a woman's constitutional right to privacy. The issue of legalized abortion helped galvanize the rise of the Christian Right in the 1970's and 1980's. In the wake of the sexual revolution and the women's liberation movement, many conservatives sought to restore "traditional family values". Roe v. Wade catalyzed the formation of a number of enduring political organizations. The growth of evangelical Christianity in the 1970's reflects the concern for what many perceived as a decline in traditional moral values. By 1978, 40% of Americans described themselves as "born again," including President Carter. The divisive issues pervading American politics, including abortion and women's rights, contributed to the proliferation of evangelical political organizations. Evangelical television programming enjoyed a rising level of influence and viewership throughout the 1970's and 1980's.   Charismatic "televangelists" like Jerry Falwell, Jim Bakker, Jimmy Swaggert, and Pat Robertson delivered rousing sermons that resonated with disaffected evangelicals and translated into political action.  Groups like the National Conservative Political Action Committee and Reverend Jerry Falwell's Moral Majority pioneered the use of sophisticated campaigning and fundraising techniques such as direct mail.  The influence and campaign tactics of Christian Right delivered a critical proportion of votes to Ronald Reagan in 1980.
Thus when the 1980 election was held, the election ended in a landslide victory for Ronald Reagan and the first Republican majority in the Senate since 1952.   Dismal voter turnout suggested disaffection and apathy toward the political process as the 1970's came to an end and the "Reagan Revolution" began.  Following his overwhelming victory, Reagan and his political allies began an effort to reverse the political legacy of the New Deal and Great Society. Ronald Reagan’s policies had an impact on the relationship between the federal and state governments. Furthermore, in addition to delivering a clear, concise agenda, Reagan conveyed a sense of optimism and accessibility that earned him the title "The Great Communicator.  The conservative political philosophy of President Reagan prompted a re-evaluation of                                                     the size and role of government in the economy and society of contemporary America.  How big should the government be?  How involved should it be in our everyday lives?  How much regulation is too much regulation?  If the government plays a smaller role in our lives, shouldn’t our taxes be smaller as well?
In 1981, Reagan enjoyed high public approval and success in implementing his campaign promises.  Immediately following his inauguration, Iranian terrorists released the American hostages after 444 days of captivity.  

After surviving the assassination attempt, it seemed that Reagan could do nothing wrong.  In 1981, Reagan appointed the first female Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor. Although she identified herself as a moderate Republican, foes of abortion and the ERA condemned her appointment to the bench. This appointment was arguably done so that he could win women’s votes away from the Democratic Party.

During his presidency, Congress enacted legislation to reduce tax rates by 25% over three years, cut social spending, and advance the goal of a balanced budget by 1984.   Reagan’s policies would become the very definition of what it means to be a “Conservative Republican”.  

President Reagan and conservative Republicans advocated for

· tax cuts

· transfer of responsibilities to state governments

· appointment of judges/justices who exercised “judicial restraint”

· reduction in the number and scope of government programs and regulations

· strengthening of the American military <- write in to your note packet!!!!!!

Even after Reagan left office after two terms, his influence continued to remain.  Republicans even today cite Reagan as a big influence on their own voting policies.  However, his influence was strongest in the next three presidencies that followed his term.  
Reagan’s “revolution” extended beyond his tenure in office to the election of his vice-president George H. W. Bush.  People were eager to continue the policies of conservative Republicans so they elected Reagan’s VP.  His term was followed by a centrist Democrat, William Clinton.  Bill Clinton had to move, on the political spectrum, as close to the Republican side without actually becoming a Republican as he could and still remain a Democrat in order to actually win this election as a Democrat.  That is what it means to be a “centrist”.  In the 1990s, Republicans swept mid-term congressional and state house offices.  People were still eager for more conservative Republican policies even at the state political level.  And, finally, the election of George W. Bush was also part of Reagan’s impact. The Reagan Revolution really only comes to an end with the election of President Obama.  



Government in the Economy

Using indicators like Gross Domestic Product figures, inflation rates, currency exchange rates and unemployment statistics, the government tries to promote a healthy economy. 

The tools it uses are monetary policy and the Federal Reserve to control the supply of money plus fiscal policy decisions of taxing and spending plans by the government. 

Assignment:

1. List the characteristics of a conservative Republican:

2. Define Judicial Restraint in your own words:

3. Who controls the nation’s money?

4. Complete two double-entry journals on what you read using the following model:

	The left hand column of the journal is the place to document what you learned (e.g., from a reading, video, picture, discussion). Possibly Includes:
· Notes

· Quotations

· Summary paragraphs/Main ideas

· Facts/Concepts/Evidence

· Key terms


	The right hand column is where you record your reactions to this material.  This section should be in 1st person.  To do a good job on this, you will need to make it personal--no one else could write what you write. Possibly Includes:
· Immediate reactions

· Answers to questions

· What more would you like to learn? Why?

· Agree? Disagree? Why?

· Connections to other sources/to what you already know

· Perspective/Bias

	
	

	
	








President Carter struggled with inflation, high unemployment, and soaring energy costs. Carter's approval rating plummeted. The president was criticized for "blaming" the American people and offering few solutions.
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After  US-backed Shah of Iran was deposed in January 1979, the most westernized country in the Middle East transitioned to an Islamic fundamentalist regime led by Ayatollah Ruholla Khomeini. 


When President Carter allowed the Shah into the United States for cancer treatment, a student group stormed the US embassy in Iran and took 53 staff members hostage. 


Public support for Carter quickly waned as the months dragged on with no progress. 








�





After months of abortive efforts to forge a diplomatic solution, the President ordered a secret military rescue operation in April 1980. 


The operation ended in disaster before getting close to the embassy when two helicopters malfunctioned and another collided with a cargo plane, killing eight service members. 


Iranians displayed the burned corpses before television cameras.


The Iran Hostage Crisis became symbol of the decline of US prestige in the world and the President was criticized for incompetence.


After 444 days of captivity, the hostages were released immediately after Reagan's inauguration in January 1981. 
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On March 30, 1981, Reagan survived an assassination attempt by John Hinkley Jr, who shot the president in an effort to impress actress Jodie Foster. Reagan was more badly injured than the administration reported, but he remained optimistic and his approval rating reached 73%. 
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This is a current candidate’s platform.  How does it reflect Reagan’s influence in 2015?





1.


2.


3.


4.


5.





5.





Judicial Restraint—the view that judges should never apply their own views into reading/interpreting laws/Constitution.  They should never second guess how previous policy-makers (Congress, etc) came to define a law.  They should simply decide whether an established law is constitutional or not.  








