	Major Events during the First Half of the Nineteenth Century

Study Guide

1. What factors caused the United States to expand its territory to the Pacific Ocean during the first half of the nineteenth century?

2. What major developments occurred in the United States before the Civil War?

3. Describe the movement of Americans throughout the first fifty years of the nineteenth century.

4. Who did the American people elect as the first president of the United States?

5. What institutions developed after George Washington’s presidency ended in the late 1790s?

6. Define the term political party.

7. What were the first two political parties?

8. Who led the Federalist Party?

9. What were the beliefs of the Federalist Party?

10. What groups supported the Federalists?

11. In what region of the country was the Federalist Party strongest?

12. Who led the Democratic-Republicans?

13. What were the beliefs of the Democratic-Republicans?

14. What groups supported the Democratic-Republican Party?

15. Define the term artisans.

16. In what region of the country was the Republican Party strongest?

17. Who did the American people elect as president of the United States in 1800?

18. What was one of Jefferson’s major accomplishments as president?

19. How did the Louisiana Territory affect the size of the United States?

20. Who did Jefferson send to explore the new territories west of the Mississippi River?

21. Who served as guide and translator for this expedition, and what was her ethnic background?

22. On what country did the United States declare war in 1812?

23. What was the name of this war?

24. Did the War of 1812 produce any major changes?

25. Did American public opinion believe that the United States had achieved victory over the British?

26. What resulted from the American belief that the United States had won the War of 1812?

27. What territory did the United States acquire in 1819 and from what country did the United States obtain it?

28. What institution made several key decision during the first three decades of the nineteenth century?

29. Who served as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court at this time and to what political party did he belong?

30. What was the result of the important rulings issued by the Supreme Court during the first three decades of the nineteenth century?

31. How did the Supreme Court rule in the case of Marbury v. Madison?

32. Define the term precedent.

33. What precedent did Marbury v. Madison set?

34. Define the term judicial review.

35. Why is the power of judicial review important?

36. How did the Marshall court rule in McCulloch v. Maryland?

37. What was Marshall’s belief regarding the relationship between federal and state power?

38. What was the effect of the McCulloch v. Maryland decision?

39. What other issue became an important matter during the first quarter of the nineteenth century?

40. When did the United States government issue the Monroe Doctrine?

41. What was the long-term effect of the Monroe Doctrine?

42. What were the four important points of the Monroe Doctrine?

43. What continents are in the Western Hemisphere?

44. Define the term republic.

45. Define the term monarchy.

46. How have American presidents responded to the Monroe Doctrine’s idea that the United States would regard as a threat to its own peace and safety any attempt by European powers to impose their system of government on any independent state in the Western Hemisphere?

47. What were two trends in American life during the first half of the nineteenth century?

48. Into what regions of the United States did American settlers move during the first half of the nineteenth century?

49. Why did Americans migrate (move) during the first half of the nineteenth century?

50. What effect did the growth of railroads and canals have on the development of the United States during the first half of the nineteenth century?

51. When was the cotton gin invented and who invented it?

52. What did the cotton gin do?

53. What effect did the invention of the cotton gin have?

54. What resulted from American migration into Texas?

55. What happened at the Battle of the Alamo?

56. What later happened when the Texans defeated the Mexican army?

57. What did the United States do in regard to Texas?

58. What belief provided political support for territorial expansion?

59. Define the term “Manifest Destiny.”

60. What were the dates of the Mexican War and what countries were involved?

61. Who won the Mexican War?

62. What was the result of the Mexican War?

63. Define the term Mexican Cession.

64. What territory did the Mexican Cession include?
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Answers

1. economic and strategic interest, supported by popular beliefs

2. territorial expansion, immigration, economic growth, and industrialization

3. moved west

4. George Washington

5. political parties

6. political party = a group of people with similar beliefs about how the government should be run

7. 1) Federalists  2) Democratic-Republicans (also called Republicans)

8. Alexander Hamilton; John Adams

9. 1) strong national gov’t. 

2) development of an industrial economy (manufacturing, factories)

10. bankers and businessmen

11. Northeast

12. Thomas Jefferson; James Madison

13. 1) weak national gov’t. 

2) development of an agricultural economy (farming)

14. farmers, artisans, frontier settlers

15. artisans = skilled craftsmen

16. South

17. Thomas Jefferson

18. purchased the Louisiana Territory from France

19. doubled the size of the United States

20. Lewis and Clark

21. Sacajawea; American Indian 

22. Great Britain

23. War of 1812

24. No

25. Yes

26. an American claim to the Oregon Territory and increased migration of American settlers to Florida

27. Florida; Spain

28. the Supreme Court

29. John Marshall; Federalist

30. established the power of the federal courts as a co-equal branch of the United States gov’t.

31. declared a federal law unconstitutional

32. precedent = an example for future action

33. set precedent for judicial review

34. judicial review = the power of the courts to declare laws unconstitutional

35. provides the Supreme Court with its main check on the power of the legislative branch

36. prohibited the states from taxing agencies of the federal government

37. believed the federal gov’t. should be more powerful than the state gov’ts.

38. further established the power of the federal gov’t over the states

39. relations with foreign nations

40. 1823

41. set forth the basic principles of American foreign policy for the rest of the 19th century

42. 1) No new European colonies in the Western Hemisphere (Europe should stay out of affairs of Western Hemisphere)

2) Countries in Western Hemisphere were basically different from European countries; countries in North and South America were republics (ruled by the people), while European countries were monarchies (ruled by kings)

3) U.S. would regard as a threat to its own safety any European attempt to take over an independent country in the Western Hemisphere (Europe should stay out of affairs of Western Hemisphere; an attack on them = an attack on us)

4) U.S. would stay out of European affairs

43. North America and South America

44. republic = a representative democracy

45. monarchy = a gov’t. ruled by a king or a queen

46. All American presidents have followed this precedent.

47. 1) westward movement 

2) economic development

48. Midwest, Southwest, and Texas

49. economic opportunity: wanted land, both to own and to farm

50. helped the growth of an industrial economy and supported the westward movement of settlers

51. 1793; Eli Whitney

52. Separated cotton seeds from cotton fiber

53. led to the spread of the slavery-based “cotton kingdom” in the Deep South

54. Texans started an armed revolt against Mexican rule.

55. Mexican army killed all the Texans 

56. Texas gained its independence.

57. annexed Texas: added the territory of Texas to the United States

58. the belief in “Manifest Destiny”

59. “Manifest Destiny” = Americans’ belief that it was God’s will that the U.S. stretch from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans

60. (1846-1848); United States and Mexico

61. United States

62. U.S. gained a huge territory in the West; U.S. took away a lot of land from Mexico

63. Mexican Cession = the territory the U.S. got from Mexico at the end of the Mexican War

64. present-day states of California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and parts of Colorado and New Mexico




