American Imperialism and World War I

Study Guide

1. When did the United States emerge as a world power?

2. What event ensured America’s role as a world power for the rest of the twentieth century?

3. What did American businessmen believe would be gained from international trade?

4. What set precedent for the United States to pursue a foreign policy of isolationism?

5. Define isolationism.

6. What role in world affairs did the United States declare for itself in the Monroe Doctrine?

7. Despite the Monroe Doctrine, what continued to form the basis of American foreign policy throughout most of the nineteenth century?

8. As the United States industrialized during the second half of the nineteenth century, to what did American businessmen and politicians look as a potential source of American corporate profits?

9. Why have some historians called the late nineteenth century the age of American imperialism?

10. Define imperialism.

11. Who were the president and secretary of state when the United States proposed the Open Door Policy?

12. Identify the Open Door Policy?

13. What was the McKinley administration’s goal when it announced the Open Door Policy?

14. What president was responsible for Dollar Diplomacy?

15. Where is Latin America?

16. What were the two parts of Dollar Diplomacy?

17. In what type of imperialism was the United States engaging through both the Open Door Policy and Dollar Diplomacy?

18. Give three examples of the United States following a policy of political imperialism.

19. What action did the United States take in Hawaii during the 1890s?

20. What countries fought in the Spanish-American War, and which nation won?

21. What territory did the United States annex (add) at the end of the Spanish-American War?

22. What position did the United States take with regard to Cuba at the end of the Spanish-American War?

23. Who was president when the United States negotiated a treaty to build the Panama Canal?

24. What was the significance of the Panama Canal?

25. When did the United States truly start pursuing an internationalist foreign policy?

26. Define internationalism.

27. When and where did World War I begin?

28. Who were the Central Powers?

29. Who were the Allies?

30. What position did the United States take during the first three years of World War I?

31. Why did the United States eventually enter World War I on the side of the Allies?

32. Who was president of the United States during World War I?

33. What did Woodrow Wilson say was the goal of the United States once it entered World War I?

34. What was the result of America’s entrance into World War I?

35. Identify the Fourteen Points.

36. What were the three key ideas of the Fourteen Points?

37. What did national self-determination mean?

38. What did freedom of the seas mean?

39. Identify the League of Nations.

40. What treaty ended World War I?

41. What were the five major principles of the Treaty of Versailles?

42. Under the Treaty of Versailles, what was a mandate?

43. What happened to the Ottoman Empire under the terms of the Versailles Treaty?

44. How did France and Great Britain benefit from the division of the Ottoman Empire?

45. What two countries insisted that the Versailles Treaty hold Germany responsible for World War I?

46. What new European nations did the Versailles Treaty create?

47. How was the Versailles Treaty inconsistent on the issue of national self-determination?

48. Under the Constitution, who has the sole power to make treaties with foreign countries?

49. Under the Constitution, who must approve treaties in order for them to become American law?

50. What size vote is necessary for the Senate to ratify a treaty with a foreign country?

51. Which political party controlled the United States Senate after the 1918 congressional elections?

52. What was the basic Republican objection to Senate ratification of the Versailles Treaty?

53. Did the Senate approve the Versailles Treaty?

54. What historical policy seemed to influence the Senate’s rejection of the Versailles Treaty?
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Answers

1. at the end of the 19th century

2. World War I

3. 1) make huge profits

    2) bring economic prosperity through international trade

4. Washington’s Farewell Address

5. isolationism = the policy of avoiding involvement in world affairs

6. the protector of the entire western hemisphere

7. isolationism

8. foreign markets

9. the U.S. gained control of Hawaii, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands

10. imperialism = the act of one nation gaining political or economic control over other countries

11. William McKinley (President) and John Hay (Secretary of State)

12. Open Door Policy = the American idea that all nations should have equal trading rights in China

13. open up the Chinese market to American businessmen; previously U.S. had been excluded (kept out)

14. William Howard Taft

15. South and Central America

16. Dollar Diplomacy: 

          1) encourage American banks and businesses to invest in Latin America                                     

         2) promise that the U.S. military would intervene (step in, get involved – U.S. intervened in Afghanistan after 9/11), if local unrest threatened American investments

17. economic imperialism

18. political imperialism: 

       1) annexation of Hawaii

       2) Philippines and Puerto Rico

       3) the Panama Canal

19. U.S. marines helped American sugar planters overthrow Queen Liliuokalani

20. Spain and U.S.; U.S. won

21. Philippines and Puerto Rico

22. said U.S. had right to intervene in Cuban affairs

23. Theodore Roosevelt

24. Since it provided a short cut between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, the Panama Canal:


1) benefited American trade


2) furthered economic imperialism

25. when it entered World War I in 1917

26. internationalism = a foreign policy based on heavy involvement in world affairs

27. Europe in 1914

28. Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Ottoman Empire

29. Allies: Great Britain, France, and Russia

30. remained neutral

31. Reasons for joining the Allies:


1) German submarine warfare against American merchant shipping


2) American cultural and historical ties to Great Britain

32. Woodrow Wilson

33. “make the world safe for democracy”

34. Germany was defeated in 1918

35. Fourteen Points = Wilson’s statement of plans for peace after World War I, including plans to eliminate the causes of war

36. Key ideas of Fourteen Points:


1) national self-determination


2) freedom of the seas


3) League of Nations

37. national self-determination = each national group should be in charge of its own destiny

38. freedom of the seas = all nations’ ships would be able to sail in international waters without threat of attack by another country’s ships

39. League of Nations = an organization of nations established at the end of World War I to maintain world stability and peace

40. Treaty of Versailles

41. 5 principles of Treaty of Versailles


1) national self-determination


2) freedom of the seas


3) League of Nations


4) the mandate system


5) Germany was responsible for World War I; had to pay reparations (war damages)

42. a mandate = a region administered by another country until it was judged ready for independence

43. Ottoman Empire was divided into mandates, lands to be supervised or governed by the Allies under the direction of the League of Nations

44. 1) France got Syria as a mandate

      2) Great Britain got Palestine and Iraq as mandates

45. Great Britain and France

46. Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, and Poland

47. recognized the principle of national self-determination in Europe, but not in the Middle East, Africa, or Asia

48. the President

49. the Senate

50. 2/3

51. Republicans

52. objected to American foreign policy decisions being made by an international organization, like the League of Nations, rather than by American leaders

53. No

54. isolationism



