	Events Leading to the Civil War

Study Guide

1. In the first half of the nineteenth century the United States became divided economically.  What type of economy did the Northern states develop and on what was it based?

2. What type of taxes did the Northern states favor?

3. What was the purpose of high protective tariffs?

4. Define the term protective tariffs.

5. What type of economy did the Southern states develop?

6. What two types of Southern farms were identified by the narrative, and where was each type located?

7. What was the South’s position on high protective tariffs?

8. Why did the south oppose high protective tariffs?

9. What effect did the economic divisions between North and South have on the American people?

10. Why did the sectional crises in the decades before the Civil War often relate to the number of  “free states” and “slave states”?

11. How did the conflict over slavery change as the United States expanded westward?

12. What movement grew in the North after 1830?

13. Who were the abolitionists?

14. Who was one of the most important abolitionist leaders?

15. What was The Liberator?

16. Who else became active in the abolitionist movement, and why did they do so?

17. Who was Harriet Beecher Stowe?

18. What effect did Uncle Tom’s Cabin have on the antislavery movement?

19. What two things did Southerners fear?

20. What two slave rebellions occurred in Virginia?

21. Explain what happened in Gabriel’s Rebellion.

22. Explain what happened in Nat Turner’s Rebellion.

23. How did Southerners react to Nat Turner’s Rebellion?

24. What action did Southern state legislatures take in response to Nat Turner’s Rebellion?

25. Define the term slave codes.

26. After Nat Turner’s Rebellion, what happened to white Southerners who had held antislavery feelings?

27. How did the admission of new states during the first half of the nineteenth century lead to sectional conflicts?

28. Who proposed the Missouri Compromise?

29. What were the three provisions of the Missouri Compromise?

30. Why was it important to Congress to keep the number of slave and free states equal?

31. What important event happened in California in 1849?

32. Why did California’s application for admission to the Union disrupt the sectional peace?

33. Who proposed the Compromise of 1850?

34. What were the four provisions of the Compromise of 1850?

35. What did it mean for the Compromise of 1850 to create the territories of New Mexico and Utah without restrictions on slavery?

36. What was the purpose of the new fugitive slave law?

37. Who has been called “the Great Compromiser” and why was he called that?

38. Why did tension between the North and the South grow worse in 1854?

39. Who proposed the Kansas-Nebraska bill?

40. Define the term bill.

41. Define the term act.  

42. What were the three provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

43. Define the term “popular sovereignty.”

44. What does it mean to repeal a law, and what law was repealed by the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

45. What were the two major results of the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

46. What effect did the Kansas-Nebraska Act have on Kansas?

47. By what name did Americans know the Kansas territory in the mid-1850s?

48. What was the basic belief of the Republican party?

49. What important decision did the Supreme Court hand down in 1857?

50. How did the Supreme Court rule in the Dred Scott case?

51. Why did the Dred Scott decision enrage Northerners?

52. What part of the Compromise of 1850 did many Northerners hate?

53. What did the Fugitive Slave Act require?

54. Who ran for the United States Senate in Illinois in 1858, and what was each candidate’s political party?

55. What was Douglas’s position on slavery?

56. What was Lincoln’s position on slavery?

57. What did Lincoln mean when he said, “A house divided against itself cannot stand?”

58. Who won the 1858 Illinois Senate election?

59. Why did Douglas’ Freeport Doctrine anger Southerners?

60. What effect did the North’s increasing opposition to the spread of slavery have on Southerners?

61. What did Southerners argue states could do to laws passed by Congress?

62. What did it mean to nullify a law?

63. What other right did Southerners insist states possessed?

64. Define the term secede.


	Answers
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1. industrial economy; manufacturing

2. protective tariffs

3. to protect Northern manufacturers from foreign competition

4. taxes on imports which are so high that Americans cannot afford to buy foreign goods

5. agricultural economy; farming 

6. plantations in the lowlands along the Atlantic and in the Deep South

small subsistence farms in the foothills and valleys of the Appalachian Mts.

7. opposed to high tariffs

      8. High tariffs made the price of imported manufactured goods much more expensive

      9. caused many Americans to identify more with their section than with the nation as a whole

    10. affected sectional power in Congress, especially in the Senate

    11. grew more bitter and threatened to tear the country apart

    12. the Abolitionist movement

    13. people who wanted to end slavery immediately

    14. William Lloyd Garrison

    15. antislavery newspaper published in Boston

    16. many New England religious leaders; they saw slavery as a violation of Christian principles

    17. author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, an anti-slavery novel which showed slavery’s cruelties

    18. inflamed Northern abolitionist sentiment and attracted many Northerners to the antislavery cause

    19. abolitionist movement and slave rebellions

    20. Gabriel’s Rebellion and Nat Turner’s Rebellion

    21. Prosser, a Va. slave, planned a rebellion in Richmond; plot was betrayed; Prosser and 34 other slaves were executed.

    22. Turner, a slave in Southampton Co., Va., led a rebellion; killed 55 whites; the rebellion was crushed; Turner and more than 100 blacks were killed.

    23. increased white Southerners’ fears about slave rebellions

    24. led Southern state legislatures to pass stricter slave codes

    25. laws that governed the lives of African-American slaves

    26. became silent

    27. North and South argued about whether the new states would allow slavery and become "slave states" or prohibit slavery and become "free states"; the admission of new states affected the balance of power in Congress between the free North and the slave South

    28. Henry Clay

    29. 1) Missouri admitted as a slave state

          2) Maine admitted as a free state

          3) Louisiana Territory was divided at 36( 30( parallel; north of this line must be free; south of this line could be slave

   30. to keep the United States Senate evenly divided between the free North and the slave South

   31. gold rush

   32. California's admission to the Union as a free state would upset the balance between slave and free states in the United States Senate

   33. Henry Clay

   34. 1) California became a free state

         2) New Mexico and Utah territories were created with the provision for popular sovereignty

         3) Abolished the slave trade, but not slavery itself, in Washington, D.C. 

         4) Stricter fugitive slave law

    35. the people of New Mexico and Utah could decide whether they wanted slavery

    36. made it easier for slave catchers to capture and return runaway slaves

    37. Henry Clay; proposed both the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850

    38. because of the Kansas-Nebraska bill

    39. Stephen Douglas

    40. bill = a proposed law

    41. act = a law

    42. 1) Created two new territories, Kansas and Nebraska

          2) Popular sovereignty would decide the issue of slavery in both Kansas and Nebraska

          3) Since both Kansas and Nebraska were north of the Missouri Compromise line, the Kansas-Nebraska Act repealed the Missouri Compromise

    43. popular sovereignty = the people would vote on whether they wanted slavery in their territory or state

    44. do away with

    45. 1) Northerners believed it betrayed the Mo. Comp.'s promise that land north of 36° 30' would be forever free         

          2) led to formation of the Republican party of today

    46.  caused bloody fighting between pro-slavery and antislavery forces

    47. Bleeding Kansas

    48. prohibit the spread of slavery in the western territories

    49. the Dred Scott decision

    50. Supreme Court ruled the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional

    51. it overturned efforts to limit the spread of slavery in the western territories

    52. the Fugitive Slave Act

    53. slaves who escaped to free states should be forcibly returned to their owners in the South

    54. Stephen Douglas -- Democrat 

          Abraham Lincoln – Republican

    55. supported popular sovereignty

    56. opposed the spread of slavery into the western territories

    57. the United States could not continue half-slave and half-free; the problem of slavery must be solved

    58. Douglas

    59. Douglas said there was a way for western settlers to prevent slavery in a territory 

    60. frightened Southerners

    61. nullify them

    62. void  or do away with it

    63. the right to secede

    64. the act of a state withdrawing from or leaving the Union




