Civil War

Study Guide

1. Who was the Republican candidate for president in 1860?

2. In the 1860 presidential election what political party split over the issue of slavery?

3. Who easily won a majority of the electoral votes in the 1860 presidential election and became the sixteenth president of the United States?
4. What states refused to accept Lincoln’s election as president?

5. Why did these states refuse to accept Lincoln’s election as president?

6. What did several southern states do in late 1860 and early 1861?

7.  What did it mean for a state to secede from the Union?

8. Who was elected president of the Confederate States of America?

9. What action did the secession of the southern states trigger?

10. Define emancipation.

11. What early nineteenth century debate reached a climax during the Civil War?

12. Why was the Civil War so important to the United States?

13. Where and when did the Civil War begin?

14. What is a civil war?

15. Identify each of the following key Civil War leaders:

A. Abraham Lincoln

B. Ulysses S. Grant

C. Robert E. Lee


D. Frederick Douglass

16. Identify each of these important Civil War battles:

A. Antietam

B. Gettysburg

C. Appomattox

17. Why did the Battle of Antietam mark a new stage in the Civil War?

18. Who issued the Emancipation Proclamation?

19. What did the Emancipation Proclamation do?

20. How did the Emancipation Proclamation change the character of the war?

21. Why did the Emancipation Proclamation discourage both Great Britain and France from interfering in the American Civil War?

22. How did Lincoln describe the Union in the Gettysburg Address?

23. How had the Southern states viewed the Union?

24. In the Gettysburg Address what dual purpose did Lincoln believe the Civil War was fulfilling?

25. Why did Lincoln consider the Civil War a “Second American Revolution”?


Civil War

Answers

1. Abraham Lincoln

2. Democrats

3. Lincoln

4. Southern states

5. they feared he would abolish slavery or at least further restrict it

6. seceded from the Union and formed the Confederate States of America

7. withdraw from or leave the Union

8. Jefferson Davis

9. the Civil War

10. freeing of the slaves

11. the power of the federal government vs. states’ rights

12. 1) the survival of the United States as one nation was in danger

2) the United States’ ability to live up to its ideals of liberty, equality, and justice

13. at Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina in 1861

14. a war between people of the same country

15. A. Lincoln = president of the U.S. during the Civil War; against secession; insisted the Union be held together, by force, if necessary.

B. Grant = Union general; won victories over the South after previous generals had mess up

C. Lee = Confederate general; against secession; did not believe the Union should be held together by force; after war Lee encouraged Southerners to accept defeat and unite as Americans

D. Douglass = former slave who became an important black abolitionist; urged Lincoln to recruit former slaves to fight in the Union army

16. A. Antietam = a major Union victory over the Confederates in Maryland in 1862

B. Gettysburg = Union victory over the Confederates in Pennsylvania in 1863; the military turning point of the war

C. Appomattox = place in Virginia where Lee surrendered to Grant, ending the Civil War

17. because after Antietam, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation

18. Abraham Lincoln

19. freed slaves in those Southern states still rebelling against the U.S. on 1 January 1863

20. abolition of slavery joined preservation of the Union as a Northern war aim

21. Both Great Britain and France had considered helping the Confederacy; but neither Britain nor France wanted to appear to support slavery

22. the U.S. was one nation, rather than a federation of sovereign, independent states

23. the states had freely joined the Union and could freely leave (secede)

24. preserve the Union and abolish slavery

25. because the Declaration of Independence said “All men are created equal” and the Civil War brought America closer to this ideal by ending slavery



