
Student Name:______________________________


Black History Month:  Who do you think had the most impact on American history?

Every person, famous or not, impacts the world around them in big or small ways.  In this assignment, we will be spending the month looking at some figures in history and debating who had the most impact on American history.  This means that you have to carefully and independently decide for yourself which figures changed the world around them in that moment and then changed America forever as their influence rippled through future generations to affect us even today.  Would we be the same America today without that person’s influence on the world they once lived in?  

Assignment

1.  You will be assigned a historical figure by your teacher.  You must carefully research this figure and come up with as much evidence as you can find of their courage, influence, and impact on history.  It will be up to you to argue on their behalf to the class.  You must present the evidence to the class, based on your research, on why your person should be chosen as THE most impactful African American in American history.  A class text set has been provided but it is also suggested that you use worldbookonline.com.  The id is “4kids” and the password is 
“hopewell”.

2. Everyday two students will go head to head in a March Madness type tournament where they compete against each other to see whose historical figure is more impactful.  After they present their case to the class, the class will vote, using direct democracy, to choose who out of the two figures wins in that round.  The winner advances to the next round where they will face another opponent (historical figure) in the competition.  You may receive extra points on your final grade for each round you advance to in the tournament.
3. In addition to arguing your case for your historical figure verbally, you must construct a poster that highlights your person to their best advantage.  This poster must be informative and show off your historical person with a storyboard on why you think they are the most impactful African American in American History.  
4. The objective is to represent your historical figure well in the competition and get them to the final round.  You want your figure to be crowned “The Most Impactful African American in American History”.  This would designate your figure as having a lasting impact on America.  Your person’s life would have such meaning that we still feel it every day in our lives.  
Student Research Worksheet 

State a fact 1 about your person: ___________________________________________

 
Supporting details:_______________________________


Supporting details:_______________________________


Supporting details:_______________________________

State a fact 2 about your person: ___________________________________________

 
Supporting details:_______________________________


Supporting details:_______________________________


Supporting details:_______________________________

State a fact 3 about your person: ___________________________________________

 
Supporting details:_______________________________


Supporting details:_______________________________


Supporting details:_______________________________

	

	


	CATEGORY 
	25 
	20 
	15 
	10 

	Use of Facts/Statistics—on the poster and during presentation 
	Every major point was well supported with several relevant facts, statistics and/or examples. 
	Every major point was adequately supported with relevant facts, statistics and/or examples. 
	Every major point was supported with facts, statistics and/or examples, but the relevance of some was questionable. 
	Every point was not supported. 

	Research Organization 
	Student kept clear organized notes on their historical figure.  The notes were organized in order of most compelling or important information and all data was supported.  The student was able to submit all research in a clear and concise manner. 
	Student kept fairly organized notes on their historical figure.  The notes were mostly organized in order of most compelling or important information and all data was supported.  The student was able to submit all research in a clear and concise manner. 
	Student kept notes on their historical figure.  The notes were not organized well and showed confusion.  All data was not supported or did not show detail.     
	Student did not keep accurate or organized notes on their historical figure. Information was not research based.  

	Poster
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. Information presented is relevant, accurate, and convincing.  Enough information is presented to give a strong argument.
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. Information presented is accurate and relevant.  Enough information is presented to give an argument.
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. Information presented is accurate.  
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. Some of the information on the poster is not accurate or relevant.  

	Participation all throughout the project—this will be looked at every single day.
	Student stayed on task every step.  They were enthusiastic, informed, and self-motivated.  They were able to give key information at all times as they had become an “expert” on their figure. 
	Student mostly stayed on task, but had to be redirected by peer or teacher no more than twice.  They were able to give key information on their figure at times as they were fairly knowledgeable about their figure.
	Student mostly stayed on task, but needed redirection 3 to 5 times.
	Student did not remain on-task, even after multiple reminders. Student appeared uninterested in activity and reluctant to participate.


